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Presentation outline 

• Aims of the study 

• Brief historical background 

• Same-sex unions in Slovenia 

• Corpus 

• Content analysis and CDA 

• Twitter campaigns  

• Reactions on Twitter 

• Verbal vs. non-verbal parts of discourse  

 



Aims of the study 

• Analyse discourse on Twitter  
• A tool for power control in a specific context of the equal marriage 

referendum campaign in Slovenia 

• Study power relations in this context 
• Verbal vs. non-verbal parts of discourse  

• Analyzing two Twitter accounts of two key referendum campaign 
players who either supported or opposed the change in Slovenian 
legislation 
• Corpus 

• Individual tweets 



Same-sex unions in Slovenia: short background 

• 2005: Registration of Same-sex Partnerships Act 

• 2011: Family Code reforms 
• Same-sex registered partnerships would have all rights of marriage except joint 

adoption 
• 2012: Referendum 

• 2014: New Partnership bill  
• Put on hold 

• 2014: Bill to Amend the Marriage and Family Relations Act 
• Equal rights to all members of society: no gender specifics  
• 2015: Referendum 

• 2016: Partnership Act  
• All the rights of marriage, except adoption and in vitro fertilization 

 

 



Referendum Twitter campaign corpus 

ZOG 

• 150 tweets  

• 2,308 tokens  

• All in Slovene 

• 83% in standard Slovene  

• 208 followers  

• 251 favourites  

• 271 retweets  

ČJZ 

• 175 tweets  

• 3,273 tokens  

• 99% in Slovene 

• 78% in standard Slovene 

• 851 followers  

• 1,486 favourites 

• 733 retweets  

Extracted from the Janes corpus of Slovene user-generated content  



Referendum Twitter campaign corpus: OTHERS 

ZOG-OTHERS 

• 451 tweets  

• 3,603 tokens  

• 97% in Slovene 

• 63% in standard Slovene  

 

ČJZ-OTHES 

• 2059 tweets  

• 12,365 tokens  

• 96% in Slovene 

• 64% in standard Slovene 

 

Extracted from the Janes corpus of Slovene user-generated content  



Referendum Twitter campaign 

• ZOG: Main oppositionist of marriage equality and the referendum 
iŶitiatoƌ was the ͞Za otƌoke gƌe͟ ;EŶg. ͞It is aďout the ĐhildƌeŶ͟Ϳ civil 
initiative  

• Created their account in February 2015 when they initiated the procedure to 
call for the referendum  

• ČJZ: Main suppoƌteƌ of ŵaƌƌiage eƋuality Đalled ͞Čas je ZA͟ ;EŶg. ͞It is 
time for YES͟Ϳ 
• Created their account as late as November 2015, just in time for the official 

referendum campaign  



Referendum Twitter campaign corpus 
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Referendum Twitter campaign corpus: 

computer mediated communication elements 

Elements ZOG 

different/total 

ČJZ 

different/total 

Mentions 4/6 59/96 

Hashtags 0/0 17/178 

Emoji 1/6 3/8 

Hyperlinks 118/121 91/98 



Sentiment analysis  
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ČJZ topics  

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Amendment support

Information on legislation

Amendment content & against disinformation

Equality & non discrimination

Progression in society

Foreign countries legislation

Personal experiences



ČJZ topics: non-verbal elements 



ČJZ topics: non-verbal elements 



ZOG topics 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Family norm

Slovene as non democratic society

WWW II & (post) communism

Gender theory

Pro GLBTQ+ discrimination

Against abortion



ZOG topics: Family 

• RepƌoduĐtioŶ of the ͞tƌaditioŶal͟ faŵily ĐoŶĐept as a Ŷoƌŵ, as 
normal and natural 
• Explicit concept of the Catholic family  

• Necessity of a mother and father as role models for children 
• Focus on children in the concept of the family 

• Heteronormativity and power 

• Heterosexual dominance is so persistent that it seems natural 

• Any counter-acting power is seen as a disruptive force 

• Deconstruction of ͞Ŷatuƌal͟ order 



ZOG topics: Gender theory  

• Gender theory as an empty signifier  

• In Slovenia ZOG with discourse directed  

• Against the equal marriage campaign   

• Gender theory allows free choice of gender/sex 

• Gender theory denies gender/sex differences and supports different 
sexual orientations 

• In Slovene  

 Slov. spol = Eng. sex/gender 

 biološki, družbeni, slovnični spol  

• Against the abortion 

 

 

ZOG topics: Gender theory  



Anti-gender campaigns in Europe 

Hungary 

Discourse 

without a 

movement 

Poland 

Anti-gender 

national 

mobilization 

 

Slovenia 

Anti LGBTQ+ 

aŶd ͞ƌadiĐal 
feŵiŶists͟ 

France 

Movement 

opposed gender 

& sexual equality; 

religious, racial 

and class 

backgrounds 

Italy 

Catholic 

discourse of 

gender 

ideology 

Belgium 

Marching for 

families  

Austria 

͞Noƌŵal͟ 
vs. LGBTQ+ 

and 

Muslims  

Ireland 

Defending 

Catholic 

Ireland 

Kahar & Paternotte (eds.), 2017 



ZOG topics: non-verbal elements 

Catholic church norms and morality  



ZOG topics: non-verbal elements 

Family values: family norm and against abortion 



ZOG topics: non-verbal elements 

Gender ideology threats: 

deĐoŶstƌuĐtioŶ of ͞Ŷatuƌal͟ oƌdeƌ 



ZOG topics: non-verbal elements 

National identity and patriotism 



Conclusions 

• The study of Slovenian equal marriage referendum campaign on 
Twitter 
• Quantitative and qualitative approach  

• Key concepts in forming gender and sexual identities: the 
ĐoŶĐepts of ͞Ŷoƌŵal͟ aŶd ͞Ŷatuƌal͟  
• Catholic church norms and morality  
• Part of anti-gender campaigns in Europe 

• The power of heteronormativity: it seems natural, any 
counterforce is perceived as disruptive 

• Non-verbal parts of discourse are very powerful discourse 
elements 


