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Outline

* The Japanese context: hate groups and
target groups, historical, religious and
cultural context, and some peculiars

* Discourse and interaction between hate
groups and target groups on street level and
in media and how social media is used to
organize hate speech on street level

e Structural proposal



Background Japan

Developed country with comparatively
homogeneous population (Fearon 2003)

Strict immigration laws

Dwindling birth rate - crude birth rate for
2016 was 7.80, 224th of 226 territories (CIA
2016)

Labor shortage (OECD 2016)



Labour Shortage (OECD 2016)

Figure 1.4. Skill shortage in selected countries”

As a percentage of all firms with ten or more employees
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Countries are sorted by the total skill shortage.

a) Firms are classified as facing a skill shortage if their manager reports having difficulties filling jobs.



Chart 2 Changes in the number of foreign residents and the percentages

to the total population of Japan
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Reasons for hate speech in Japan

“Under decades of economic depression and
neoliberal reform, people tend to feel that
they are “vulnerable” in society, and that
government would not care about individuals.
More and more people would think that they
are “abandoned” from society. Current anti-
Korean sentiment coincides with such
socioeconomic context where “human rights
sounds somewhat “empty”.” (Ito 2014)
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Particular (1)

Low birth rate, combined with strict
immigration laws, leading to labor shortage in
every sector

Particular: People are more likely to become
engaged in hate speech in Japan because the
have fallen out of society socially, and therefor
seek somewhere to belong



Particular (2)

Special religious situation, all-pervasive Shinto
religion is combined with coexistence with
other religions (2/3 of weddings are Christian,
85% of funerals are Buddhist, Hendry 2013)

Particular: Hate speech in Japan is prone to
deal with ethnicity rather than religion or
dogmas (e.g. sexual orientation)



Time perspective (in terms of actuality)

Target groups in Japan

4

* Burakumin (“hamlet people”,
people of previous outcast
communities, Hankins 2014)

* Foreigners (stereotypically
westerners, Aradou 2004)
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Time perspective (in terms of actuality)

Target groups in Japan

e Burakumin (“hamlet people”,
people of previous outcast
communities, Hankins 2014)

* Foreigners (stereotypically
westerners, Aradou 2004)

e Zainichi Koreans and Chinese

(special permanent residents,
Lee 2012)



Background - Japanese Law

2016, Jan: Osaka Assembly passes first
ordinance against hate speech

2016, June: “Act on the Promotion of Efforts to
Eliminate Unfair Discriminatory Speech and
Behavior against Persons Originating from
Outside Japan”

2016, Sept: First court order, compensation to
“Zainichi Korean” over defamation by the
“Zaitokukai”



Current hate speech in Japan

“the more recent and earnest appeals for the
enactment of hate speech laws began in 2012,
in response to an increase in the incidence of
anti-Korean rallies and demonstrations”
(Martin 2018, p.462)




Current hate speech in Japan

“A combination of North Korean nuclear weapons
ambitions, territorial disputes over uninhabited
islands with South Korea, and the ongoing friction
over how to resolve the Japanese wartime sex-
slave issue (euphemistically referred to in Japan as
the “Comfort Women” issue), increased tensions
between Japan and the Koreas. This, in turn,
inflamed attitudes towards the Korean-Japanese
community. ” (Martin 2018, pp.460-461)



Current hate speech in Japan

“The public profile of the issue was also
further raised by a number of lawsuits against
such anti-Korean groups as the Zaitokutai, for
their conduct in protests against Korean-

Japanese groups and institutions.” (Martin
2018, p.462)



Current hate speech in Japan

“The first ever government study of the issue
in 2015 found that there were 347 protests
and demonstrations in 2013, and a total of
close 1200 to between April 2012 and
September 2015. This is likely a conservative
estimate, and the number of instances of
lower levels or more individual forms of hate

speech is likely several multiples of this
number. (Martin 2018, pp.461-462)



Current hate speech in Japan

“these cases also illustrated precisely why
nate speech legislation is necessary. This is
pecause in the absence of any hate speech
aw—that is, legislation that actually prohibits
the expression of racist statements designed
to foster hatred against minority groups such
as the Korean-Japanese—other grounds for
legal proceedings have to be found in either
the criminal or civil law” (Martin 2018, p.462)




Zainichi Gaikokujin

“Japanese-residing foreigner”, are as special class of
“foreigner”. They were born and raised in Japan for
several generations, descendants of forced laborers
and migrants who came to Japan during its Imperial
era (1905-1945). Usually Koreans or Chinese, they
were stripped of their Japanese Imperial citizenship
after World War Il. Except for their names which they
often mask, “Zainichis” are generally indistinguishable
from any citizen, since Japanese is usually their native
tongue, and many have few to no ties to their
“homeland”. Arudou 2004



Zaitokukai

e “Zainichi Tokken o Yurusanai Shimin no Kai”
(citizens’ group that does not forgive special
rights for Korean residents of Japlan)

* (Nationalist, far-right) political organization
of 16399 members (zitokukai.info, June

2017)

* Distri
and s

outing information, arranging demos

oeeches, taking part in public debate
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Zaitokukai Website
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Zaitokukai’s “four pillars”
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Zaitokukai’s Rallies

X nitp:/f

www.zaitokukai.info/modules/piCal/index php?cid=0&smode=Weekly&action=View8eve 2 ~ G | 8 EASHEEFSEVTROS -..

I71LE) RBEE i‘r(\_ﬂ BRICAVA) Y-@ AVFH)

_)

FHfFOREL)

:L—*f%
INATT—F:

E-1

16399 4

=ASHE

—L

THRHELE
FEHMVEDE
BHE - FELAR

AL M A MBHL D

FREKR -FHUlER-

4 B R E X E R KTEInF

Frls B B 20174 6A 18H (B#EH) (£BA~VE)
#THE 20174 6A 18H (H¥ER)

SR #E BALE T160-0023 HEREHE7-14
iR zaitokutokyo@gmail.com

B BEEXEEERXITEINT

6A22HIFEBRAFFEHEMHELLATY,

BARZELTHESh - BRERENTERTRA

NEZREL, REETZEE, (MFEEATHIEY. SFE#HE~ORR-BUL. BIRMMAREZ, HEH
HEREGTEDOTOTE

EHFERTOBEEARIE. RIGRTLE, AP TORRGEREE

BHAENLGLEOERT. TRTAZERENEZESALIT TEYET.
LCEAFETEAREEHHOE- TV AEEZERICHLERA !
REGEFHER !

BE & SR !

B EER Ty TR emL !

BARERZLSIHIBOBR: !

4. BRAFIALHHY BREXHETCHEROREEHEMYELLS !

w-«ntmm
e e

BurATAORAETARTIS?

wmsnnn
r-m'
mETRMREEN
TN

tﬁ“ll

020175 6A o
B AXKAK=ZEL
12 3

4 56 7 8 910
11121314151617
18192021222324
252627282930

<SH>

=

EETRE

Zaitokukai 2017



Zaitokukai’s Rallies
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Hate Speech Performance

Zainichi wa dappi
seyo!
“Zainichi get out of

7)
Japan! Wikipedia Commons



Hate Speech Performance

Omaera hazukashii zo.
Kokka orose!

“You are embarrassing.
Put down the flag!
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Hate Speech Performance

Minasan, are ga
heitosupiichi desu! Are ga
yurusarete yoi deshouka?
“Everybody, that is hate
speech! It that OK to
allow?”
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Public debate on Hate speech

e 20t of October 2014
e (former) mayor of Osaka, Tohru Hashimoto

 Founder and (former) leader of the Zaitokukai,
Makoto Sakurai
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Summary of the points made in the
interaction

 Former Mayor of Osaka, Toru Hashimoto

— Stop racist speech against Zainichi Koreans in
Osaka

— Take matters through congress and juridical system

* Founder of Zaitokukai, Makoto Sakurai
— Denying hate speech, not seeing a problem
— Disagreeing with the rights of Zainichi, pointing out
crimes committed by Zainichi in Japan

— Talking bad about Koreans because Koreans talk
bad about Japan

— Claiming that he is denied democracy and freedom
of speech



Scales of hate speech

individuals groups organizations (political,

national level)

Scale of hate speech in person and in social
media, in public squares and in private

homes?



Reminder: Model of communication
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Thank you for your kind attention!



Previous research on hate speech in
Japan

* Counter-racism movement and refuting of
Zaitokukai-claims (Ito 2014, Akiyama 2015)

* Various reports on hate speech by NGO’s
(Lawyers Association of Zainichi Koreans
(LAZAK) 2014, Network for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination Japan (ERD Net)
2014)

* Fieldwork, biographies, identity and life of
Zainichis (Lee 2012, Brown 2015, Cho 2016)



Data

* Pictures and field notes from fieldwork on
hate speech conducted in public places in
the Kansai region of Japan (Osaka, Kyoto
and Kobe cluster)

* Textual and visual analyses of hate speech
and the discussion of hate speech in this
area, focusing on performative aspects of
Interaction.



Scales

* Hate speech can be seen on a scale from
personalized hate speech to organized hate
speech (potentially in theory to
policy/national level)

* Organized hate speech will always try to
balance itself on the line on what is
considered legal



What can be done

 The label “hate speech” reserved for anti-zainichi
discourse

* Hate speech is correlated to a chain reaction of
historical and contemporary events, and it is not
always the “racism” in the messages, but rather the
hate speech and politics as a performance including
the senders, receivers and the targets of the
messages, that propels this chain reaction.

e Stopping the chain reaction possible by
understanding the mechanics and implementing
correct measures (laws, information campaigns,
etc.)



Argument on performance

* Hate speech in Japan is best defined not by its
content — because generalizations of content and
borders are hard to make — but rather on the fact
that it becomes hate speech through its
performativity (Goffman 1956, Butler 1990).

* For the majority of performances in Japan that can
be considered hate speech, there will always be
groups or individuals nearby stating that what is
being staged is hate speech (Ito 2014).



Koreans targeted in hate speech

* Korea has territorial and historical disputes with
Japan (e.g. the so-called ‘comfort women’ issue)

and Japan is frequently targeted in staged
demonstrations in Korea

* |n Japan however, thematically, hate speech seems
to avoid touching upon these disputes, and rather
focuses on minorities’ performativity in Japan (e.g.
Political and economical rights and clashes with
Japanese law).



Analysis of hate speech debate — Former Osaka Mayor
Hashimoto and founder of Zaitokukai Sakurai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-0b-EtMAv8



Zainichi Gaikokujin

Descendants of colonial-era migrants from the southern Korean
peninsula during the first half of the twentieth century. Itisin fact
not always obvious who belongs to the zainichi Korean collective.
They appear indistinguishable from the Japanese, and their cultural
literacy, use of Japanese pass nhames, and native fluency in Japanese
allows “passing” as a way of life, making them an invisible
postcolonial community. Despite the community’s high degree of
social and cultural assimilation to Japanese society, zainichi Koreans
are legally marginalized and treated as foreign residents. Although
over 80 percent of zainichi Koreans were born in Japan, and the
current demographics include highly assimilated second, third and
fourth generations, they are categorized as foreign residents unless
they go through the strict process of naturalization. (Lee 2012)



Koreans in Japan (MoJ 2015)

1-2 Changes in the mumber of foreign residents of R.O.Korean nationals by stams (People)
Statys ————__Yeur 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Total 545,401 489,431 481,249 465 477 457,772
Professor 956 943 924 919 920
Artist 45 42 45 41 45
Religious Activities 977 945 B9 66 865
Journalist 51 A8 A6 A 47
Highly-5killed Professional (i) 15
'l_IE]IIj' akilled Professional (i}-{b) 36
Highly Skilled Professional (i) ic) 5
Highly Skilled Professional (i) f
Business Manager 2872 2,939 297 2910 2928
Legal{Acopunting Services 6 [ 7 i 7
Medical Services 22 39 55 B 114
Ragearcher 233 19 194 180 184
Instructor 97 93 91 L) 92
Engineen Sipecialist in Hamunifies latenmfiom| Servios 14,4994 15,122 15,307 15,429 16,669
Intra-company Transferee 1,873 1,750 1,697 1,624 1,612
Entertainer 313 305 283 262 224
Skilled Labor 1421 1,394 1,253 1002 1,019
Technical Intern Training {i}-{a) 23 i 55 8 -
Technical Intern Training (i}-{b) - - - 1
Technical Intern Training (ii)-{2) 1
Technical latern Training (ii)-(b)
Cultural Activities 295 250 275 254 223
Temporary Visitor 2,307 _.__,__._——'—""_'_ _.__,__._———""'_'_ __._._,__._—-—'-'—"‘_ _____,___.——-—"_r
Student 21,678 18,643 17,189 15,765 15,405
Traines 49 27 22 25 24
Dependent 16,750 15,116 14,089 13,075 12,470/
Designated Activities 4444 5027 4 670 3 756 3051
Permanent Resident 60,262 61,513 63,727 #5019 66,326
Spause or Child of Japanese National 18.780 16973 15,877 15,085 14,334
Sposse or Chikd of Permanent Resident 7513 7400 7,350 2,301 7,262
ong-1erm Kesiden 2 TG AL
Special Permanent Resident 385,232 37063 331,783 311,463
fithout Acguiring Stats of Residcg 4l
Temporary Eefuge -
Oithers 495 _.d_,d_—-—'—"d_'_'_
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Nationality

Chinese

Population

665,847

29.8%

Change from 2014

1.7%

South Korean

457,772

20.5%

-1.7%

Philippine

229,595

10.3%

5.5%

Brazilian 173,437 7.8% -1.1%
Vietnamese 146,956 6.6% 47.2%
Nepalese 54 775 2.5% 29.4%
American 52,271 2.3% 2.0%
Taiwanese 48,723 2.2% 21.2%
Peruvian 47,721 2.1% -0.5%
Thai 45,379 2.0% 5.3%
Other 309,713 13.9% 9.1%
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